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very respectable family. I did not know the
party personally, but it was the topic in all the
houses I visited at that period. I made a
memorandum of the circumstance at the time,
from which the following is copied :

" Two children, a son and daughter of respect-
able parents, the eldest thirteen and the young-
est eleven years of age, were permitted to prove
their faith by the fast, on one of the days of
Rurnzaun ; the parents, anxious to honour their
fidelity, expended a considerable sum of money
in the preparations for celebrating the event
amongst their circle of friends. Every delicacy
was provided for opening their fast, and all sorts
of dainties prepared to suit the Epicurean pa-
lates of the Asiatics, who when receiving the
trays at night would know that this was the
testimony of the children's perseverance in that
duty they all hold sacred.

" The children bore the trial well throughout
the morning, and even until the third watch of
the day had passed, their firmness would have
reflected credit on people twice their age,
making their first fast. After the third watch,